


THE POMPEII ARTIFACT LIFE HISTORY PROJECT –  
CHARACTERIZING AND COMPARING THREE  
RESIDENTIAL ARTIFACT ASSEMBLAGES 
 

J. THEODORE PEÑA 
DEPT OF CLASSICS 
UC, BERKELEY 
tpena@berkeley.edu 



BACKGROUND 

  



ARTIFACT LIFE HISTORY: 
 
MANUFACTURE 
ACQUISITION 
USE 
CURATION 
REUSE 
RECYCLING 
DISCARD  

2007 



SYSTEMIC  

CONTEXT 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL CONTEXT 

RAW MATERIAL 

MANUFACTURE PRIME USE 

MAINTENANCE 

REUSE DISTRIBUTION 

MAINTENANCE MAINTENANCE MAINTENANCE 

RECYCLING RECYCLING RECYCLING RECYCLING 

DISCARD DISCARD DISCARD DISCARD 

TIME 

RECLAMATION 

SCHEMATIC DIAGRAM OF LIFE HISTORY 

OF ROMAN POTTERY 



ACRONYM: PALHIP 

  POMPEII 

   ARTIFACT 

    LIFE 

     HISTORY 

      PROJECT 







  
  



RESEARCH GOALS 

• GENERAL GOAL: DOCUMENT LIFE HISTORY OF PORTABLE 
MATERIAL CULTURE AT POMPEII WITH VIEW TO 
ELUCIDATING PRACTICES OF CONSUMPTION IN ROMAN 
WORLD 

 

• SPECIFIC GOAL: LEARN ABOUT MANUFACTURE, 
ACQUISITION, USE, STORAGE, MAINTENANCE, REPAIR, 
MODIFICATION, REUSE, RECYCLING, AND DISCARD OF THESE 
ITEMS 

 

• DETAILED STUDY OF CAREFULLY SELECTED SETS OF 
ARTIFACTS (MOSTLY CERAMIC, GLASS, METAL, STONE) 
UNEARTHED IN SELECTED EARLIER EXCAVATIONS   



  



PROJECT OVERVIEW 

• PHASE 1: FIVE-YEAR PROGRAM CARRIED OUT 2012-2016 
INVOLVING CHARACTERIZATION OF SETS OF ARTIFACTS FROM 
VARIOUS INFORMATIVE CONTEXTS AT POMPEII AND SITES IN 
ITS ENVIRONS 

 

• CONSISTED OF SEVEN DISTINCT “SUB-PROJECTS” 

 

• PHASE 2: FIVE-YEAR PROGRAM (BEGUN 2018) FOCUSING ON 
ASSEMBLAGES FROM EIGHT MODEST RESIDENCES IN POMPEII 
INSULA I.11 

 

 



PHASE 2: 
 INSULA I.11 HOUSES 

(2018,  2019, PLANNED 2020-2022) 
  



LOCATION OF REGIO I INSULA 11 

SP1 

SP2 

SP3&5 

SP6 

SP4 





EXCAVATED BY SOPRINTENDENZA 
 
1912-1913 UNDER DIRECTION OF VITTORIO 
SPINAZZOLA 
 
1952-1964 UNDER DIRECTION OF AMEDEO   MAIURI 
 
SHORT STUDIES OF PROPERTIES 1980S-2000S 

 INSULA I.11 



INSULA I.11: SYNPOSIS OF PROPERTIES 



INSULA I.11: SYNPOSIS OF PROPERTIES 

NORTH FAÇADE INSULA I.11 



INSULA I.11: SYNPOSIS OF PROPERTIES 

NORTH FAÇADE INSULA I.11 















SCHEDA “BUFFETTI” 

DIARIO DEGLI SCAVI 





INSULA I.11: SYNPOSIS OF PROPERTIES 

NORTH FAÇADE INSULA I.11 



INSULA I.11: SYNPOSIS OF PROPERTIES 

NORTH FAÇADE INSULA I.11 



BRONZE SEAL RING FROM INSULA I.11.17  
WITH  NAME LUCIUS CAELIUS IANUARIUS 



PLAN & ELEVATION OF NORTH FAÇADE OF INSULA I.11  (SPINAZZOLA 1953) 





DOCUMENTATION  
(DATABASE) 

  



FILEMAKER PRO 17 















RESULTS 
(USE ALTERATIONS) 

  



PALHIP 2091 (C. IMPERIALE) ITALTIAN TERRA SIGILLTA PLATE (CONSPECTUS 3) 





PALHIP 2152 (C. IMPERIALE)  
GLASS BALSAMARIUM  
(CALVI A 11E/ISINGS 8) 



PALHIP 2124 (C. IMPERIALE) GLASS PLATE (ISINGS 22) 





PALHIP 2089 (C. IMPERIALE)  
GLASS FLASK/BALSAMARIUM  
(ISINGS 28A) 



PALHIP 2029  
(C. L. HABONIUS PRIMUS) 
BRONZE AND IRON BUCKET  
(TASSINARI  X 1613) 





PALHIP 2014 (C. L. HABONIUS PRIMUS) BRONZE CAULDRON (TASSINARI V 3231) 





PALHIP 2136 (C. IMPERIALE) BRONZE & IRON CASSEROLE (TASSINARI V 2310) 





PALHIP 2205 (C. IMPERIALE) BRONZE INKWELL 





RESULTS 
(ASSEMBLAGE ANALYSIS) 

  



Context Type/Function Artifact Summary Notes 

Casa di Lucius Habonius Primus (I.11.5.8) (CLHP) 
Room 1 entry corridor     
Room 2 doorman’s room?     
Room 3 atrium 1, 2:3, 3, 4, 6, 18, 21, 

22,  30:2, 31:3, 34:2, 
38:2, 40:2, 51, 53:6, 
56:8, 59:2, 60:2, 64, 73, 
77, 80, 83, 85, 91:6, 99, 
100, 104:2, 105 

Compluviate 

Room 4 bedroom? 1, 2:4, 4, 40:2, 78:4, 79, 
89, 97, 98 

  

Room 5 stairwell?     
Room 6 garden   Open air 
Room 7 living room?     
Room 8 passage room?     
Room 9 bedroom?     
Room 10 corridor     
Room 11 storeroom?     
Room 12 storeroom?     
Rooms 13/14 kitchen     
Room 15 latrine     
Room 16 entry corridor     
Room 17 pantry?   Belongs to 

I.11.6.7? 

Unidentified   77, 94:2   
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Casa Imperiale (I.11.17) (CI) 
Room 1 entry 

corridor/vestibule 

  Room X? 

Room 2 atrium (with stairs) 2:3, 4:2, 8, 10, 11, 14, 16, 
20:3, 21, 22, 28, 30, 31:5, 
32, 34, 36, 37:6, 40:2, 41, 
42, 44, 49, 50:7, 56:2, 
59:25, 61, 63:2, 65, 69, 
71, 72:3, 73, 75, 76, 
77:20, 81:25, 82, 84, 
87:4, 88, 93:3, 95, 97 

Roofed 

Room 3 living or dining room 16, 21, 47, 48, 59:5, 69:2, 
72, 74, 84, 85, 101 

  

Room 4     In restoration 

Room 5 corridor     
Room 6       
Room 7 court   Open air 
Room 8 kitchen and latrine     
Room X   10, 21, 23, 37, 42, 45:3, 

56, 85:10, 92:40, 101 

ID uncertain; Room 
1? 

Unidentified   25, 30:2, 45, 86, 90:2, 
92:8, 96 
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UNINVENTORIED AMPHORAE IN GRANAI DEL FORO STORAGE FACILITY 



SUB-PROJECT 1:  
ARTIFACTS FROM THE  

VILLA REGINA A BOSCOREALE 
(2012, 2013) 

  



LOCATION OF VILLA REGINA A BOSCOREALE - 1.2 KM NW OF POMPEII 





VILLA REGINA   

• EXCAVATION BY SOPRINTENDENZA, 1979-1983 
UNDER DIRECTION OF STEFANO DE CARO 

 
• VILLA DAMAGED IN EARTHQUAKE OF AD 62 AND 

ONLY PARTIALLY OCCUPIED IN AD 79 
 

• COMPREHENSIVE PUBLICATION OF ARCHITECTURE 
AND ARTIFACT ASSEMBLAGE IN 1994 
MONOGRAPH. 

  



Context Type/Function Artifact Summary Notes 

Villa Regina a Boscoreale (VRB) 
Rooms 1/7 peristyle/cella vinaria 17, 55, 58:2, 64, 67, 70, 103   
Room 2 kitchen 9, 12, 13, 15, 33, 81 Not in use 

Room 4 dining room?   Not in use 

Room 5 cistern room 52   
Room 5 bis bedroom? 2:2, 9, 26, 35, 36, 39:3, 43:2, 

52 

In restoration 

Room 8 storeroom?     
Rooms 9/9bis press room     
Room 10 bedroom? 9, 58:2, 62:2   
Room 11 corridor  19, 27 In restoration 

Room 12 storeroom 1, 2:3, 5, 7:6, 9:8, 12:3, 19, 29, 
30, 33:2, 36:2, 39, 40, 43:5, 46, 
52:2, 53,  55:3, 56:2, 58, 59, 
64, 66, 68, 81, 102 

Adapted as kitchen 

Room 14 vestibule 40   
Room 16 bedroom? 19 In restoration 

Room 17 threshing floor 55   
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ROOM 12 

STORE- 
ROOM   



NO. 

VA
LU
E MATERIAL/TECHNIQUE FUNCTION/FORM/SIZE ITEM VRB CI CLHP 

1 6.5 bronze with iron - raised Water acquisition/storage bucket 1 2 

2 0.5 ceramic - mold-made Lighting lamp 5 5 7 

3 1.5 ceramic - mold-made Lighting (large) lamp (compound) 1 

4 7 bronze - cast Lighting lamp 2 2 

5 7 bronze - cast Lighting support (small) lamp stand (tabletop) 1 

6 7.5 bronze - cast Lighting support (large) lamp stand (floor) 1 

7 1 ceramic - thrown Cooking - closed cookpot 6 

8 6 bronze - raised Cooking - closed cookpot 1 

9 0.5 ceramic - thrown Cooking - closed lid cookpot lid 11 

10 6 bronze - raised Cooking - deep open casserole 3 

11 6.5 bronze with iron - raised Cooking - deep open casserole 1 

12 1 ceramic - thrown Cooking - deep open casserole 4 

13 1 ceramic - thrown Cooking - deep open lid casserole lid 1 

14 5.5 bronze - raised Cooking - shallow open (small) small pan with horizontal handle 1 

15 1 ceramic - thrown Cooking - shallow open pan 1 

16 6 bronze - raised Cooking - shallow open pan 2 

17 1 ceramic - thrown Cooking - shallow open lid pan lid 1 

18 6.5 bronze - raised Cooking - closed - water boiling  cauldron with lid 1 

19 1 ceramic - thrown Food preparation/serving (or other - chamber pot?) basin 3 

20 6 bronze - raised Food preparation/serving (or other - chamber pot?) basin 3 

21 5.5 bronze - raised Food preparation/serving (or other - chamber pot?) (small) small oval basin 3 1 

22 6 bronze - raised Food preparation/serving (or other - chamber pot?) large oval basin 1 1 

23 5 bronze - raised Food preparation/serving (or other - chamber pot?) large oval basin lid 1 

24 7.5 bronze - cast Food preparation/serving (or other - chamber pot?) bilobe basin 1 

25 5 iron and bone Food preparation/consumption (or other?) knife 1 

26 6 iron and ivory Food preparation/consumption (or other?) knife 1 

27 4 lava stone Food grinding hand mill 1 

28 6 marble Food grinding mortar with pestle 1 

29 1 ceramic - thrown Food consumption plate/dish/bowl 1 

30 1.5 ceramic with gloss slip - thrown Food consumption plate/dish/bowl 1 3 2 

31 2 glass - blown Food consumption plate/dish 5 3 

32 7 bronze - cast Food consumption plate/dish/bowl 1 

33 1 ceramic - thrown Drink consumption (tall) beaker, frittulus 3 

34 2 glass - blown Drink consumption (tall) beaker, flagon 1 2 

35 1 ceramic  - thrown Drink consumption (short) cup 1 

36 1.5 ceramic with gloss slip - thrown Drink consumption (short) cup 3 1 

37 2 glass - blown Drink consumption (short) cup 7 

38 9.5 silver Drink consumption (short) cup 2 

39 1 ceramic - thrown Drink serving (small) small pitcher, juglet 4 

40 1.5 glass - blown Drink serving (small) askos, juglet, small cylindrical bottle, small globular bottle 1 2 4 

41 3 glass - blown - mosaic Drink serving (small) juglet 1 

42 7 bronze - cast Drink serving (small) juglet 2 

43 1.5 ceramic - thrown Drink serving (large) bottle, pitcher, jug 7 

44 2 glass - blown Drink serving (large) flask 1 

45 7 bronze - cast Drink serving (large) pitcher, table amphora, jug 4 

46 7.5 bronze with silver - raised Drink serving (large) lagoena 1 

47 6.5 bronze - raised Drink serving accessory - straining colander 1 

48 5.5 bronze - raised Drink serving accessory - decanting funnel 1 

49 2 glass - blown Drink serving accessory - disbursal deep dipping vessel 1 

50 7 bronze - cast Drink serving accessory - disbursal deep dipping vessel, ladle 7 

51 9 silver Drink serving accessory - disbursal ladle 1 

52 1 ceramic - thrown Food/drink storage/packaging (small) small jar, very small amphora 4 

53 0.5 ceramic - thrown Food/drink storage/packaging (small) small jar lid 1 

54 1.5 glass - blown Food/drink storage/packaging (small) medium cylindrical bottle, small square bottle, small square jar 6 

55 1 ceramic - thrown Food/drink storage/packaging (medium) jar, amphora bottom, small amphora 5 

56 0.5 ceramic - thrown Food/drink storage/packaging (medium) jar lid 2 

57 2 glass - blown Food/drink storage/packaging (medium) large cylindrical bottle, large square bottle, large square jar 9 

58 1.5 ceramic - thrown Food/drink storage/packaging (large) amphora 5 

59 1 glass - blown High unit value substance storage/packaging balsamarium, minature jar 1 30 2 

60 1.5 glass - blown into relief mold High unit value substance storage/packaging balsamarium 2 

61 7 rock crystal High unit value substance storage/packaging balsamarium 1 

62 0.5 ceramic - hand modelled Craft production - textile - weaving loom weight 2 

63 5 bronze - cast Craft production  - textile - sewing needle 2 

64 5 iron and wood Craft production/agriculture - chopping hatchet 2 1 

65 5.5 iron and bronze Craft production/agriculture - cutting knife 1 

66 2 basalt? Craft production/agriculture - tool sharpening hone 1 

67 5 iron (and leather?) Agriculture - grabbing/moving hook tool - short-handled 1 

68 5 iron (and wood) Agriculture - trimming bill hook 1 

69 6 bronze - cast Weighing (small-scale) balance (steelyard, pans, pendant weight) 3 

70 2 limestone Weighing (large-scale) weight 1 

71 5 bronze - cast Writing - incision in wax stylus 1 

72 7.5 bronze with iron - cast Writing - ink ink well with lid 4 

73 6.5 bronze - cast Sealing  seal ring 1 1 

74 5 lead Storage small objects/quantities pyxis with lid 1 

75 7 bronze - cast Storage small objects/quantities pyxis with lid 1 

76 7.5 calcite with gilding Storage small objects/quantities pyxis with lid 1 

77 5.5 bronze - struck Payment/storage wealth coin 20 1 

78 8 silver - struck Payment/storage wealth coin 4 

79 6 bronze (and leather?) - cast Equine transport pair blinders, bit 2 

80 6 iron Slave restraint shackles 1 

81 0.5 glass paste Entertainment? (other?) - glass paste disk (token?) 2 25 

82 4.5 iron Exercise strigil ring 1 

83 6.5 bronze - cast Exercise (small) miniature strigil 1 

84 7 bronze - cast Exercise strigil 2 

85 7 bronze with iron -cast Sound production bell 11 1 

86 1 bone Grooming spatula 1 

87 5 bronze - cast Grooming tweezers, probe 4 

88 9 silver Grooming mirror with cover 1 

89 2 wood and other Personal comfort fan 1 

90 2 tooth Personal adornment boar's tusk pendant 2 

91 0.5 glass paste Personal adornment bead, pendant 6 

92 3 faience Personal adornment bead 48 

93 4 rock crystal Personal adornment bead, pendant 3 

94 5 bronze - cast Personal adornment finger ring, brooch 2 

95 6.5 bronze and wood - cast Personal adornment staff? 1 

96 6.5 bronze (and leather?) - cast Personal adornment buckle 1 

97 8.5 silver Personal adornment earring, finger ring 1 1 

98 10 gold Personal adornment (?) band 1 

99 1.5 glass paste Religion - talisman scarab 1 

100 7 semi-precious stone Religion - talisman amulet 1 

101 7 bronze - cast Religion - rite activity - pouring libation patera 2 

102 2.5 ceramic and painted plaster- thrown Religion - rite activity - burning incense incense burner 1 

103 6 marble Religion - representation of divinity small statue 1 

104 7 bronze - cast Religion - representation of divinity statuette 2 

105 8 bronze with silver and copper - cast Religion - representation of divinity statuette 1 

        TOTAL 88 233 77 

105 ARTIFACT GROUPINGS ON BASIS OF 
MATERIAL, MANUFACTURING TECHNIQUE, 
FUNCTION, FORM & SIZE 
 
ORDERED/GROUPED BY FUNCTION 
 
EACH GROUP ASSIGNED COSTLINESS SCORE 
ON SCALE OF 0-10  



NO. VALUE MATERIAL/TECHNIQUE FUNCTION/FORM/SIZE ITEM VRB CI CLHP 

1 6.5 bronze with iron - raised Water acquisition/storage bucket 1 2 

2 0.5 ceramic - mold-made Lighting lamp 5 5 7 

3 1.5 ceramic - mold-made Lighting (large) lamp (compound) 1 

4 7 bronze - cast Lighting lamp 2 2 

5 7 bronze - cast Lighting support (small) lamp stand (tabletop) 1 

6 7.5 bronze - cast Lighting support (large) lamp stand (floor) 1 

7 1 ceramic - thrown Cooking - closed cookpot 6 

8 6 bronze - raised Cooking - closed cookpot 1 

9 0.5 ceramic - thrown Cooking - closed lid cookpot lid 11 

10 6 bronze - raised Cooking - deep open casserole 3 

11 6.5 bronze with iron - raised Cooking - deep open casserole 1 

12 1 ceramic - thrown Cooking - deep open casserole 4 

13 1 ceramic - thrown Cooking - deep open lid casserole lid 1 

14 5.5 bronze - raised Cooking - shallow open (small) small pan with horizontal handle 1 

15 1 ceramic - thrown Cooking - shallow open pan 1 

16 6 bronze - raised Cooking - shallow open pan 2 

17 1 ceramic - thrown Cooking - shallow open lid pan lid 1 

18 6.5 bronze - raised Cooking - closed - water boiling  cauldron with lid 1 

19 1 ceramic - thrown 
Food preparation/serving (or other - chamber 
pot?) basin 3 

20 6 bronze - raised 
Food preparation/serving (or other - chamber 
pot?) basin 3 

21 5.5 bronze - raised 
Food preparation/serving (or other - chamber 
pot?) (small) small oval basin 3 1 

22 6 bronze - raised 
Food preparation/serving (or other - chamber 
pot?) large oval basin 1 1 

23 5 bronze - raised 
Food preparation/serving (or other - chamber 
pot?) large oval basin lid 1 

24 7.5 bronze - cast 
Food preparation/serving (or other - chamber 
pot?) bilobe basin 1 

105 ARTIFACT GROUPINGS ON BASIS OF MATERIAL, MANUFACTURING 
TECHNIQUE, FUNCTION, FORM & SIZE 
ORDERED/GROUPED BY FUNCTION 
EACH GROUP ASSIGNED COSTLINESS SCORE ON SCALE OF 0-10  



NO. VALUE MATERIAL/TECHNIQUE FUNCTION/FORM/SIZE ITEM VRB CI CLHP 

98 10 gold Personal adornment (?) band 1 

38 9.5 silver Drink consumption (short) cup 2 

51 9 silver Drink serving accessory - disbursal ladle 1 

88 9 silver Grooming mirror with cover 1 

97 8.5 silver Personal adornment earring, finger ring 1 1 

105 8 bronze with silver and copper - cast Religion - representation of divinity statuette 1 

78 8 silver - struck Payment/storage wealth coin 4 

6 7.5 bronze - cast Lighting support (large) lamp stand (floor) 1 

24 7.5 bronze - cast Food preparation/serving (or other - chamber pot?) bilobe basin 1 

72 7.5 bronze with iron - cast Writing - ink ink well with lid 4 

46 7.5 bronze with silver - raised Drink serving (large) lagoena 1 

76 7.5 calcite with gilding Storage small objects/quantities pyxis with lid 1 

4 7 bronze - cast Lighting lamp 2 2 

5 7 bronze - cast Lighting support (small) lamp stand (tabletop) 1 

32 7 bronze - cast Food consumption plate/dish/bowl 1 

42 7 bronze - cast Drink serving (small) juglet 2 

45 7 bronze - cast Drink serving (large) pitcher, table amphora, jug 4 

50 7 bronze - cast Drink serving accessory - disbursal deep dipping vessel, ladle 7 

75 7 bronze - cast Storage small objects/quantities pyxis with lid 1 

84 7 bronze - cast Exercise strigil 2 

101 7 bronze - cast Religion - rite activity - pouring libation patera 2 

104 7 bronze - cast Religion - representation of divinity statuette 2 

85 7 bronze with iron -cast Sound production bell 11 1 

61 7 rock crystal High unit value substance storage/packaging balsamarium 1 

100 7 semi-precious stone Religion - talisman amulet 1 

73 6.5 bronze - cast Sealing  seal ring 1 1 

83 6.5 bronze - cast Exercise (small) miniature strigil 1 

18 6.5 bronze - raised Cooking - closed - water boiling  cauldron with lid 1 

47 6.5 bronze - raised Drink serving accessory - straining colander 1 

96 6.5 bronze (and leather?) - cast Personal adornment buckle 1 

95 6.5 bronze and wood - cast Personal adornment staff? 1 

1 6.5 bronze with iron - raised Water acquisition/storage bucket 1 2 

11 6.5 bronze with iron - raised Cooking - deep open casserole 1 

69 6 bronze - cast Weighing (small-scale) balance (steelyard, pans, pendant weight) 3 

8 6 bronze - raised Cooking - closed cookpot 1 

10 6 bronze - raised Cooking - deep open casserole 3 

16 6 bronze - raised Cooking - shallow open pan 2 

20 6 bronze - raised Food preparation/serving (or other - chamber pot?) basin 3 

22 6 bronze - raised Food preparation/serving (or other - chamber pot?) large oval basin 1 1 

79 6 bronze (and leather?) - cast Equine transport pair blinders, bit 2 

ORDERED BY DESCENDING COSTLINESS SCORE   



SMITH, MICHAEL E. 1987. HOUSEHOLD POSSESSIONS AND WEALTH IN AGRARIAN STATES: 
IMPLICATIONS FOR ARCHAEOLOGY J. OF ANTHROPOLOGCAL ARCHAEOLOGY 6:297-335. 



FROM SMITH 1987 



FROM SMITH 1987 



  



ARTIFACT GROUPINGS ATTESTED IN ALL THREE RESIDENCES   



ARTIFACT GROUPINGS: SCALED SET - LIGHTING   



ARTIFACT GROUPINGS: SCALED SET – COOKING (CLOSED)   



ARTIFACT GROUPINGS: SCALED SET - DRINKING   



ARTIFACT GROUPINGS: SCALED SET - EATING  



ARTIFACT GROUPINGS: SCALED SET – DRINK SERVING   



ARTIFACT GROUPINGS: SCALED SET – UNGUENT AND 
SIMILAR PACKAGING/STORAGE   



ARTIFACT GROUPINGS: SCALED SET –  
WRITING  (INK)  



ARTIFACT GROUPINGS: SCALED SET – EXERCISE/BATHING   



RESULTS 
(PRESENTATION) 

  



http://resromanae.berkeley.edu/  

http://resromanae.berkeley.edu/


http://resromanae.berkeley.edu/  

http://resromanae.berkeley.edu/
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